Parks, Recreation & Sport
Tourism Committee –
Minutes

2E – Community Room A
City Hall
13450 – 104 Avenue
Surrey, BC
WEDNESDAY, JULY 20, 2016
Time: 5:37 p.m.
File:
0540-20

Present:

Regrets:

Staff Present:

Councillor Hayne – Chairperson
C. Annable
M. Booth
B. Burnside
Gurpreet Rai

Councillor Gill
T. Allen
R. Benson
C. Murphy

L. Cavan, General Manager, Parks, Recreation &
Culture
P. Klassen, Parks & Recreation Planner

S. Gill – Youth Representative

A.

D. Nielsen, Landscape Operations & Park
Partnership Manager
O. Croy, Manager, Parks
T. Uhrich, Parks Planning, Research & Design
Manager
L. White, Manager Community & Leisure Services
L. Anderson, Legislative Services

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
It was

Moved by B. Burnside
Seconded by C. Annable
That the minutes of the Parks, Recreation
and Sport Tourism Committee meeting of May 25, 2016, be adopted.
Carried

B.

DELEGATIONS
1.

Sandy Smith, Invitational Coordinator and Past President, Surrey
Gymnastic Society
Sandy Smith, Invitational Coordinator and Past President, Surrey Gymnastic
Society (SGS), John Carroll, Program Director and Grant Van Harmelen, Board
Member, were in attendance to present a potential partnership and support
between SGS and the City of Surrey.
The following comments were made:
•

The Surrey Gymnastic Society (SGS) makes an invaluable physical literacy
contribution to the lives of children from all communities throughout Surrey.
With 38 years of operation, SGS has proven to be a strong community based
organization, servicing 800 recreational and 60 competitive athletes annually,
the only gymnastics club in Surrey that offers competitive gymnastics
opportunities. Although registration is primarily female, we are the only
gymnastics club in Surrey to offer a full slate of competitive gymnastics
opportunities for boys ages six years through to adulthood.

•

Groups such as schools, clubs and other gymnastics also use our gyms. In
addition, every grade 8 through 10 high school student at Frank Hurt
Secondary participates in a two-week gymnastics module in our facility.

•

Currently we are operating at a facility we built in 1982-83 behind Frank Hurt
Secondary. In exchange for rent, the School District has priority daytime use
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of the facility, however our lease is up soon and we are in the position of
looking for a new home.
•

Our facility is relatively small in size and the age of the building is showing
(inadequate air circulation/ventilation and leaking foundation). We have an
agreement with the Newton Recreation Centre which provides the space for
our very popular qualifying meets (most successful in Western Canada).
Unfortunately we have recently lost status for one of our qualifying meets as a
result of the very successful event being too full; the lack of hotel space has
also been a contributing factor.

•

We are experiencing a recruitment disadvantage having limited space for
specialty equipment (e.g. tumble track). More space will allow us to increase
program offerings (trampoline/tumbling, rhythmic, cheer, etc.), especially as
there is currently only one trampoline club south of the Fraser River.
Furthermore, the limited daytime weekday utilization because of the priority
access to Frank Hurt Secondary eliminates the opportunity for preschool and
daycare programs during those hours.

•

SGS is in a very good financial positon with no debt (financial slide shown), so
much so that investments for future growth will need to be made to avoid
losing grant funding. As such, SGS is looking for a new home.

•

A preliminary review of the future needs for SGS identified the requirement
for an increase of the usable gym area space from 6,500 sq. ft. to 12,500 sq. ft.,
two sprung gymnastics floors (instead of one), and an increase of the
minimum 24 ft. ceiling height to 30 ft. to expand into trampoline gymnastics,
all of which are essential to increasing participant population and experience.
A further 3,000 sq. ft. for office space (over two floors) would also be ideal.

•

SGS would like to propose a partnership with the City of Surrey to establish a
new home. SGS has liquid assets and grant funding available to support a
partnership to consider a facility that is comparable to both the Langley
Gymnastics Foundation (at the LEC) and the Delta Gymnastics Society (in
Ladner). A facility of this size and scope would allow Surrey Gymnastics to
function as a foundation sport to enhance a multitude of additional physical
activities.

•

Future plans for the Grandview Heights area, which includes a recreation
centre and a new high school (with a thought to recreational wellness) appear
to be the best fit for the SGS and population growth anticipated.

•

The City of Surrey is currently being bypassed as a large event host; partly due
to neighbouring communities that have incorporated gymnastic centers into
their recreation facilities. This has equipped them to host larger national or
international events. SGS would be proud to partner with the City of Surrey
in hosting larger scale events such as the Canadian Championships or Pacific
Rim Championships, if a venue was available.

In response to the Committee’s questions, the following was noted:
•

SGS plans to continue as a non-profit organization.

•

With respect to the financial statement, the change in revenue is partially due
to fewer grant opportunities as well as a slight decrease in fundraising. There
has been a steady decline in the gaming grant; up until the mid-nineties we
used to have bingo, but gaming has been taken away now. An increase to the
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fees has recently been implemented as the previous fee structure was below
the average comparative fees and the shortage of space prevents us from
increasing membership numbers.
•

Staff reported that each year Council reviews projects and priorities with the
increased demand/requirement and what the City can afford to fund and
does, from time to time, move some items forward. Sometimes it is the
growth in the area that dictates the timeline for facility development. At
present, future phase development of Grandview Heights is not within the
City's Five-Year Capital Plan, but will be reviewed when Council undertakes
the next review.

•

A large spectator seating area within the gymnastics facility would not be
necessary if attached to a larger facility that has the seating capacity to host
larger events.

•

The delegation expressed their interest in being involved/assisting (helping)
with future facility project information gathering, design ideas, etc. when
being considered.

The Committee thanked the delegation for their informative presentation, noting
that the foundation within the Parks, Recreation and Culture Department is
physical literacy and creating a strong base of physical activity. The presentation
from SGS is consistent with a number of PRC's values within the City to foster
sport development and great citizens. As such, updates from staff regarding future
facility development for Grandview Heights as well as other areas will be provided
accordingly.
C.

STAFF PRESENTATION
1.

Ted Uhrich, Parks Planning, Research and Design Manager and
Patrick Klassen, Parks Planner
Ted Uhrich, Parks Planning, Research and Design Manager, and Patrick Klassen,
Parks Planner, were in attendance to provide a presentation on the 2018–2027
Parks, Recreation and Culture Strategic Plan.
A PowerPoint presentation was shown, providing an overview of the current
2008-2017 plan, an important plan that guides decision making. Details of the
various components and benefits of the Plan, and how it relates to creating the
Parks, Recreation and Culture Service Delivery Plan, were also given.
Additional comments were as follows:
•

A substantial amount of investment has come out of the 2008 – 2017 Plan:
new aquatic centres, recreation centres, strategies, community parks, artificial
turf fields and a nature centre/nature play.

•

The Plan will identify significant capital projects, new programs, and new
plans and strategies over a ten year time frame. It also provides a list of
projects to leverage Federal, Provincial and other grant programs.

•

P. Klassen will be the Project Manager for the new 2018- 2027 Plan. The intent
is to develop a visionary, refined and specific strategic plan to guide decision
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making for the PRC Department and the City over the next ten years, at the
same time, creating a plan that the average resident can look at and feel that
it represents them.
•

The development of the 2018-2027 Plan provides an opportunity to have a
rigorous, in-depth public consultation, to hear from as many residents as
possible to consider options and opportunities available that identify:
o

what residents are looking for in their neighbourhood, community and
city;

o

any new plans and/or programs needed to improve the services offered by
the City, and existing programs that can be adapted to changing
conditions to improve service delivery; and

o

the projects that will deliver the amenities and programs that will improve
neighbourhoods, communities and the city.

•

Public consultation and community engagement for the comprehensive new
Plan will involve thousands of residents and hundreds of stakeholders that
will follow five guiding principles: trust, openness, access, respect and
commitment.

•

Preplanning and outreach began earlier in the year with a soft launch for six
months; a neighbourhood approach (open houses, etc.), questionnaires
similar to a census was distributed at every community event, taking
advantage of peak parks season. Extensive community consultation and
approach plans are yet to be developed. A team of consultants (experts in
current trends in recreation, culture and facilities) will also be engaged to
assist with analyzing and reporting the information gathered.

•

One of the scopes will also be to do a partnership analysis - what partnerships
we currently have, how to strengthen, and where can we leverage to attract
partnerships. It will be an essential component of the work to start in
January.

•

Much of what PRC has been doing in the last ten years has been to catch up
the needs of local residents. Now some of that focus can be shifted to look at
other components such as how much more would it take to provide the sport
development and economic development of being able to host events, etc.

Discussion ensued with respect to need for facilities and hotels in Surrey. Staff
reported that they are currently also working on a Sport Tourism Plan that will
address this issue. Ultimately there is an edge of scope that overlaps into sport
tourism as opposed to PRC; staff will be working with both at the same time.
Comments continued:
•

We want this comprehensive process to be one of the most public
consultations processes the City has done. For example, we have a mandate
to be acquiring natural lands, which is something that will be brought into the
strategy.

•

It was recommended that, as a smart city, staff use as much database as
possible to make decisions. Consultation is huge, but there has to be a serious
look at data in terms of trends where people are participating. Not only is
there a need to look at the City's own historical data, but look at new trends,
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new opportunities, to make best data based facilities; look at trend data as
much as possible.
•

It was noted that one of the key findings of the current plan was the trails,
which are continuing to be the biggest draw to people. There are no user
groups to talk to, and generally users do not have organizations to advocate.
As such, the survey process is anticipated to identify and draw out those types
of responses. There will be 20 trail counters installed to monitor current use.

•

Timeline is as follows:
o

Process planning and consultant RFP’s - September – December 2016

o

Consultation and strategic planning - January – August 2017

o

Main consultation and survey - January – June 2017 (6 months)

o

Report writing and approvals - September 2017 – March 2018

o

Council Adoption – March 2018

The Committee expressed appreciation for the presentation and looks forward to
the progress updates for the new 2018 – 2027 Parks, Recreation and Culture
Strategic Plan throughout the project process.
D.

OUTSTANDING BUSINESS

E.

NEW BUSINESS
1.

Support for Surrey Eagles Hockey Team
File No. 0250-20/S
The memorandum from the General Manager, Parks, Recreation and Culture,
dated July 12, 2016, regarding the above subject line, was reviewed. It was
recommended that the Parks, Recreation and Sport Tourism Committee endorse
the following recommendation to be forwarded to City Council for consideration:
1.

It was

Staff negotiate a two year lease extension for the 2016/2017 and the
2017/2018 seasons with the Surrey Eagles Jr. A Hockey Team at a total
annual cost of:
•

$28,000 for the 2016/2017 season; and

•

$29,150 for the 2017/2018 season.

Moved by C. Annable
Seconded by M. Booth
That the Parks, Recreation and Sport
Tourism Committee receive the report from the General Manager, Parks,
Recreation and Culture, dated July 12, 2016, entitled “Support for Surrey Eagles
Hockey Team" as information, and that a copy of the report be attached to the
minutes of the meeting for Council reference.
Carried
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COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:
It was

Moved by C. Annable
Seconded by M. Booth
That the Parks, Recreation and Sport
Tourism Committee recommend that Council:

2.

1.

Receive the report from the General Manager, Parks, Recreation and
Culture, dated July 12, 2016, entitled “Support for Surrey Eagles Hockey
Team" (attached as Appendix 1) as information; and

2.

Direct staff to negotiate a two year lease extension for the 2016/2017 and
the 2017/2018 seasons with the Surrey Eagles Jr. A Hockey Team at a total
annual cost of $28,000 for the 2016/2017 season, and $29,150 for the
2017/2018 season.
Carried

Community Orchard Proposal for Ocean Park Terrace Park Space
File No. 0850-01
The memorandum from the Landscape Operations and Park Partnerships
Manager, dated July 12, 2016, regarding the above subject line, was reviewed. It
was recommended that the Parks, Recreation and Sport Tourism Committee
support in principle the development of a community orchard at Ocean Park
Terrace park space.
Staff reported the community's enthusiasm and support of an orchard at Ocean
Park Terrace Park, an idea that came from a group of residents proposing a good
use of the park space that has been underutilized.
The July 19, 2016 Peace Arch Newspaper article, "Support grows for Ocean Park
orchard" was circulated on table, and it was reported that just over 80% support
has been received in response to a local newsletter questionnaire pertaining to the
sustainable project. Staff further noted the success with trees in several orchards
already in various Surrey community gardens, as well as fruit trees in many of the
City's parks.
It was
Tourism Committee:

Moved by C. Annable
Seconded by M. Booth
That the Parks, Recreation and Sport

1.

Receive the report from the Landscape Operations and Park Partnerships
Manager, dated July 12, 2016, entitled "Community Orchard Proposal for
Ocean park Terrace Park Space" as information; and

2.

Support in principle the development of a community orchard at Ocean
Park Terrace park space.
Carried

Parks, Recreation & Sport Tourism Committee - Minutes

3.

July 20, 2016

Sport Tourism Report – April, May, June 2016
File No. 6980-01
The memorandum from the General Manager, Parks, Recreation and Culture,
dated July 12, 2016, regarding the above subject line, was reviewed. It was
recommended that the Parks, Recreation and Sport Tourism Committee receive
the report as information.
It was

Moved by B. Burnside
Seconded by M. Booth
That the Parks, Recreation and Sport
Tourism Committee receive the report from the General Manager, Parks,
Recreation and Culture, dated July 12, 2016, entitled "Sport Tourism Report – April,
May, June 2016" as information.
Carried
F.

ITEMS REFERRED BY COUNCIL

G.

CORRESPONDENCE

H.

INFORMATION ITEMS

I.

OTHER BUSINESS
1.

Calendar of Events
The calendar of upcoming Parks, Recreation and Culture and Community Events
was acknowledged.

3.

Verbal Update
L. Cavan, General Manager, Parks, Recreation and Culture, provided the following
update:
•

Relocation of the Langley Knights Junior B Hockey Team to Surrey - The
City of Surrey received two requests from local Junior B Level hockey teams to
relocate to Surrey; the Langley Knights and the Delta Ice Hawks. Both teams
will be displaced from their existing home arena because of ice allocation
issues. In Langley, this was precipitated by the agreement of the Vancouver
Giants relocating to the Langley Event Centre. The Delta Ice Hawks are able
to remain in Delta for one remaining season (2016/17).
Staff approached Surrey Minor Hockey as to their interest to voluntarily
release three hours of ice needed to accommodate the Junior B home games.

Parks, Recreation & Sport Tourism Committee - Minutes

July 20, 2016

For the past three years the Langley Knights have assisted Surrey Minor
Hockey with their pre-season preparation camp, the player development
program and player evaluations. The positive existing relationship between
the Langley Knights and Surrey Minor Hockey Association resulted in staff
determining the Langley team to be the best fit for the Surrey community.
Staff is in communication with Surrey Minor Hockey and the Langley Knights
to finalize the details of the ice allocation and other facility details. The
Langley Knights will be renamed the Surrey Knights Junior B Team and will
play out of the North Surrey Arena starting September 2016.
•

Surrey Doors Open – Surrey hosted the 5th annual Surrey Doors Open event
on June 19, 2016. Participating venues offered a variety of free activities
including guided tours, demonstrations, food, live entertainment and
children’s activities. ‘Community Hub’ locations, which are venues that
comprise multiple exhibitors and activities, included the Surrey Operations
Centre, Veterans Square and Grandview Heights Aquatic Centre. City Hall
and City Centre Library also opened their doors.

•

55+ Games - The City of Surrey is currently exploring the opportunity to host
the 2020 Canada 55+ Games. The Canada 55+ Games will be at least a four
day, multi-activity event, combining a focus on social, physical and
psychological involvement through sports and activities. Approximately 15002500 participants from across Canada will be involved, engaging 500-700
volunteers throughout the event.

•

National Drowning Prevention Week – July 17 – 23, Surrey indoor pools
will be hosting National Drowning Prevention Week activities in the pool to
raise awareness to the community about water safety.

•

Outdoor Family Movie Nights - The popular outdoor family movie
nights and Movie Under the Stars are in full swing this summer (July and
August show times) at various parks and recreation centres.

•

Dementia Friendly Cities – August 17, 2016 - The City of Surrey has
partnered with Kwantlen Polytechnic University’s Faculty of Health to
facilitate a one day community forum about Dementia Friendly Cities on
August 17th at City Hall. The forum will feature a keynote presentation from
Dr. Nicholas Jenkins, Senior Lecturer, Sociology and Social Policy at the
University of the West of Scotland and a leading expert in creating dementia
friendly communities. This forum is part of an initial phase of a project that
anticipates the development of an integrated collaborative plan of action. The
anticipated outcome of this plan will be the formation of a City of Surrey
Dementia working group that would include individuals with dementia,
multi-sectoral ‘champions’ and the development of a future plan that would
also identify strategic funding sources. As part of the City of Surrey Age
Friendly Strategy action plan, staff has identified areas for new partnerships
and potential collaborative action. This partnership with KPU supports our
action plan and strengthens our City for being an Age Friendly Community
leader.

•

Fall Recreation Guide 2016 - The Fall Recreation Guide is now available
online as a flip book and print copies have been distributed to all recreation
facilities. A new tennis centre has also been profiled in the Guide.
Registration opens July 25th. (Copies were circulated to the Committee).
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•

Summer Fun Pass - This new unlimited summer pass was advertised to
children, youth and families for drop-in fun all-summer-long. Results from
June 1st to July 18th show a total of 812 Summer Fun Passes issued, 691 of which
were Child/Youth passes. Most importantly, the pass made it easy to
purchase and be more active over the summer months.

•

Surrey Welcomes Refugees Celebration (July 20, 2016) - In response to the
recent influx of Syrian refugees a welcoming event for refugees was organized
by the City of Surrey to welcome all refugee families to an event at City Hall
Plaza (this afternoon). It provided the refugee families an opportunity to
celebrate, express their cultural identity, and meet their neighbours. There
were family-fun activities, live entertainment and food, and City Hall Tours in
different languages. Council Initiative funds supported this free community
event, supplemented by sponsorships from Vancity and United Way.

•

Grandview Heights Aquatic Centre: Scheduled Warranty Closure –
August 29th - Grandview Heights Aquatic Centre’s pool amenities will close
on Monday, August 29, 2016 and will re-open to the public on Saturday,
October 8, 2016. The scheduled closure is to facilitate warranty inspection
and remediation. The pool has been extremely popular since it opened and
every effort has been made to keep the closure time to a minimum. The
weight room will remain open during this time.

•

Curling: 2018 National Masters – The Peace Arch Curling Club and the
Cloverdale Curling Club will partner to host the 2018 National Masters. Both
Men’s and Women’s teams will participate - 28 teams, 24 non-BC teams.

•

Advertising: PRC Strategic Plan - Staff are placing ads regarding the Parks
survey for the PRC Strategic Plan. This is related to needing early returns on
Parks base information due to summer usage. The City's website provides
information that Recreation and Cultural facilities are also part of the plan.
Consultation will begin in early 2017; requests and comments related to these
facilities are already being received and being categorized for future reference.

•

2016 Fusion Festival (July 23 – 24) – The 9th annual Surrey Fusion Festival is
free event, a celebration of music, food and culture, that will take place at
Holland Park. Opening ceremonies are at 4:30 pm on Saturday, July 23rd.

The Committee expressed their appreciation to City staff for the hard work and
tremendous success currently hosting the Women's World Softball Championship
(July 15–24). The teams have been extremely pleased with the facilities, the surface
and all the work that has been done to ensure a successful event.
It was noted that Shallon Olsen (16), a local Fraser Heights Secondary student, was
recently selected for the Olympics team. Congratulations and best of luck Shallon!
It was further reported that the Canadian men’s Olympic field hockey team hosted
the United States in two of the four-game pre-Olympic tournaments at Surrey's
Tamanawis Field on July 7th and 10th; their last plays before heading off to Rio. We
wish them great success in Rio.
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NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parks, Recreation and Sport Tourism Committee is scheduled for
5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 21, 2016 in Meeting Room 2E – Community
Room A.

K.

ADJOURNMENT
It was
Tourism Committee do now adjourn.

Moved by C. Annable
Seconded by B. Burnside
That the Parks, Recreation and Sport
Carried

The Parks, Recreation and Sport Tourism Committee adjourned at 6:56 p.m.

Jane Sullivan, City Clerk

Councillor Bruce Hayne, Chair
Parks, Recreation and Sport Tourism Committee

Appendix 1

