
Parks, Recreation & Sport Tourism Committee - Minutes May 20, 2015 

 

h:\clerks\council select committees\parks, recreation & sport tourism committee\minutes\2015\min prstc 2015 05 20.docx Page 2 

 

 Arbor Day - Over 350 members of the community attended Surrey’s 11th annual 
Arbor Day Celebration on Saturday, May 2nd to plant 70 large shade trees at the 
newly renovated Newton Athletic Park.  This free family event also featured a 
backyard tree sale (59 trees and 13 native plants were sold), tree-themed 
activities, rock climbing and live entertainment. 

 Mother’s Day at the Glades - Another successful Mother's Day event 
occurred at the Glades Garden on May 10th.  This special woodland garden is 
home to many species of rare and unusual rhododendrons, azaleas and fine 
heritage trees.  Organized by the Partners In Parks team, "Mother's Day at the 
Glades" was attended by more than 1,300.  Guests were entertained throughout 
the day by a number of musicians, including cellists, violinists, and a stringed 
quartet.  Stacey Rosa, Park Partnerships, played the lead role in planning the 
event and working closely with Jim and Elfriede De Wolf to ensure the event 
was a great success. 

 Bucci Park Event, April 28th - Over 550 people attended (282 Adults, 265 
Children) an event aimed at getting more families using the park.  The event 
was co-hosted with the Partners In Parks, Surrey School District #36, the local 
Parent Advisory Committee, RCMP and HASTe BC (Hub for Active School 
Travel).  Games for kids were available and food was served (603 burgers, hot 
dogs and veggie dogs and 400 samosas were given out). 

 Summer Hiring for Sumer Camps (0-18) – The process is near completion, 
with the CRS division hiring approximately 120 part-time staff to fill the 
positions for summer day camp leaders, assistants and early childhood 
educators. 

 Outdoor Pools - Greenaway, Sunnyside and Bear Creek Outdoor Pools 
opened as of Monday, May 18th.  Admissions to public swims are free to the 
public.  The remaining pools , Holly, Hjorth Road, Ports Kells, Kwantlen and 
Unwin are scheduled to open to the public on July 1st. 

 Guildford Recreation Centre – The Aquatics Grand Opening is taking 
place on Saturday, May 30th from 12pm – 3pm, including a free swim, 
refreshments and prizes.  Ribbon cutting will be at 1:30pm, with the unveiling 
of “Splash”, public art by artist Michael Krondl, who will be in attendance for 
the unveiling. 

 Clayton Community Festival – Held at Clayton Crossing/Hillcrest Shopping 
Centres on Saturday, May 9th, the festival welcomed approximately 3,000 
attendees.   This is a community lead festival primarily supported by the 
business community of Clayton Heights.  CRS (Cloverdale) provided a variety 
of activities to enhance the festival. 

 Surrey Youth Basketball Breakdance Showcase – May 2 - Last year it was 
called Youth Fest but the name was changed to be more reflective of the event.  
The popular event featured a city-wide youth basketball tournament, break-
dance battles, youth focused resource tables (14 in total), a hip-hop showcase 
and wheelchair basketball. 
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25 teams registered for the city-wide youth basketball tournament, open to 
junior boys (ages 13-15), senior boys (ages 15-18) and girls (ages 13-18), and there 
were 180 participants in the breakdance and hip hop showcase, including a a 
few youth from the Yukon and one youth from Toronto who flew in to 
participate in the breakdancing. 

 Early Years Festival at Chuck Bailey April 11th - Approximately 850 - 1,000 
families came out to the event.  The Preschool room had children potting 
plants/hammering exercise into tree stumps with string/open play in the 
classroom; the Multi-purpose room had children and families going through an 
obstacle course with Physical Literacy as the focus.  The main stage had Chris 
Hamilton & The Sticky Jam Band as well as an interactive drumming session 
for the children. 

Many non-profit agencies that serve the North Surrey community (Options, 
CCRR, School District #36 Strong Start) and many City departments (Parks, 
Libraries, International Children’s Festival) were represented. 

 British Columbia Recreation and Parks Association (BCRPA) Symposium 
– Staff presented on physical literacy and Surrey's "I AM Game" programming 
at the 2015 BCRPA "Activate Communities For Healthy Living" Symposium, 
held in Victoria May 6th to 8th.  The presentation was very well received, noting 
that Surrey is leading the way in this regard! 

 
 
J. NEXT MEETING 

 
The Chair noted that the next meeting of the Parks, Recreation and Sport Tourism 
Committee is scheduled to be held on Wednesday, June 17, 2015, however the Committee 
was advised they will be contacted further regarding a potential meeting date change. 

 
 
K. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

It was Moved by T. Allen 
 Seconded by R. Gorman 

 That the Parks, Recreation and Sport Tourism 
Committee do now adjourn. 

 Carried 
 
 

The Parks, Recreation and Sport Tourism Committee adjourned at 6:58 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

    
Jane Sullivan, City Clerk Councillor Bruce Hayne, Chair 

Parks, Recreation and Sport Tourism Committee 




















